A profile of industrial nursing practices in North Dakota.
The background and tasks of occupational health nurses in North Dakota vary considerably. Those entering the field have little or no previous exposure to occupational health nursing and must develop skill through seminars, corporate training or area associates. In most instances, the nurse represents the occupational safety and health program for the firm and must take on additional roles such as safety director or assistant plant manager. In addition, the occupational health nurse performs numerous in-plant medical services ranging from emergency medical care to counseling and education. The occupational health nurse in North Dakota generally does not record family histories, take throat cultures, take routine x-rays, make hospital or home visits nor perform air sampling or noise level measurements.